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BALLET AND DANCE 2010/11 SEASO N 

• 4 W orld Prem ieres 

• 8 Full Length B allets 

• 5 M ixed Program m es 

• International T ours 

• Festivals 

• Other key dance highlights 

 

W O R LD P R EM IER ES 

 

In February 2011, form er Royal Ballet dancer and renowned international 

choreographer C hristopher W heeldon  will prem iere his first full-length 

new work for T he Royal Ballet. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, a co-

production with T he N ational B allet of C anada, will be the first full-length 

ballet com m issioned by the C om pany for 15 years. It will have a specially 

com m issioned score by Joby T albot, a scenario by N ich olas W righ t and 

designs by five tim es Tony award-winner B ob C row ley. 

 

The Royal Ballet’s Resident C horeographer W ayn e M cG regor will follow 

up on 2009’s award-winning Lim en with another new piece for the m ain 

stage which opens on 13 M ay 2011 alongside Balanchine’s B allo della 

R egina and C hristopher W heeldon’s D G V : D anse à G rande V itesse.  

 

A s part of the first m ixed bill of the season in October 2010, K im  B randstrup 

will follow up on his successful R ushes – Fragm ents of a Lost Story and his 

2009 collaboration with Tam ara Rojo in the G oldberg P roject with another 

new piece for the m ain stage. 
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ROH A ssociate A rtist A letta C ollin s will choreograph a new dance work for 

the L inbury Studio T heatre in June,  D uet for O ne, based on the original 1932 

play by Jean  C octeau , featuring a dancer, an actor and a newly com posed 

score by enigm atic singer and com poser Scott W alker. This is paired with 

P oulen c’s 1959 opera La V oix hum aine which will be perform ed for the first 

tim e at the Royal Opera House. 

 

FU LL LENGTH  W O R K S 

 

The Royal Ballet’s Season opens on 30 Septem ber with a rollercoaster of 

shifting em otions in O negin, based on Pushkin’s classic novel. C reated by 

m aster story-teller Joh n  C ran ko in 1965 for Stuttgart B allet, it is a tale of 

unrequited love, rejection and regret. O negin is set to a score by K urt-H ein z 

Stolze com piled from  m usic by T chaikovsky and uses richly evocative 

designs by Jürgen  R ose. It is a ballet full of dram atic characterisation, 

colourful ensem bles and, m ost of all, haunting and tragic passion.  

 

Frederick A shton ’s Sylvia returns for a run of ten perform ances on 3 

N ovem ber 2010. Set to L éo D elibes’s beautiful score, the production was 

recreated in 2004 by form er C om pany m em ber C hristoph er N ew ton  using 

his original notes and archive film  footage, and subsequently nom inated for 

a Laurence Olivier award.  It is based on the G reek m yth of one of D iana’s 

nym phs, Sylvia, a classic beauty who earns the love of A m inta before being 

forcefully spirited away by Orion and ultim ately set free by Eros. The 

production uses the original 1952 designs of R obin  and C hristopher 

Iron side with additional designs by P eter Farm er. 

 

C inderella opens on 20 N ovem ber 2010 and returns with m ore 

perform ances from  4 A pril 201.  Frederick  A shton ’s version for The Royal 

Ballet contains all the fam iliar ingredients of this well loved fairytale: a 

downtrodden young girl, a glass slipper, a handsom e prince and a fairy 
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godm other who can m agically transform  pum pkins into coaches and rags 

into ball gowns. Set to P rokofiev’s great orchestral score, with a wealth of 

wonderfully drawn characters (including C inderella’s unlucky-in-looks-and-

love pantom im e step-sisters), C inderella is a m agical fantasy world where 

anything can happen. 

  

M oving from  happy, peasant village scenes into a beautiful but eerie world 

of ghostly spirits, G isel le, which open s on  11 Jan uary 2012, is one of 

the m ost poignant ballets of the Rom antic era.  This production, sensitively 

staged by P eter W righ t with evocative designs by John  M acFarlan e, 

captures both the folkloric and supernatural aspects of the ballet. Set in a 

m edieval Rhineland village, the story tells of G iselle, a gentle peasant girl 

who is driven to her death when deceived by her aristocratic lover A lbrecht.  

Filled with rem orse, A lbrecht visits her m oonlit grave where he is 

condem ned to death by ghostly spirits.  However, G iselle’s love transcends 

death and she protects A lbrecht until the safety of the dawn.   

 

The m ost fam ous ballet in the world, Sw an Lake, returns on 22 January 

2011 in  A n thon y D ow ell’s m agical production. Set in Russia at the turn of 

the 19th C entury and with one of T chaikovsky’s m ost m em orable scores, the 

enduring love story of a princess turned into a swan by an evil m agician has 

resonated with audiences for m ore than 130 years. 

 

M anon, opening on 21 A pril 2011, has becom e one of The Royal B allet’s 

signature works since its creation by K en neth  M acM illan  in 1974. Based on 

a novel by A bbé P révost, it follows the passionate but devastating fall of the 

central character, M anon, from  feted Parisian courtesan to deported 

Louisiana fugitive. The em otionally charged m usic of Jules M assen et and 

the sum ptuous designs by N icholas G eorgiadis set the scene perfectly for 

this heart-breaking tale of corruption, love, avarice and disgrace.  
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M IX ED P R O GR AM M ES 

 

LA V ALSE / NEW  BR ANDSTR U P  / W INTER  DR EAM S / TH EM E AND 

V AR IATIO NS 

 

Opening the first m ixed program m e of the season on 15 October 2010, is 

Frederick A shton ’s La V alse. Set to M aurice Ravel’s score, which was 

originally com m issioned for Les B allets Russes in 1919, La V alse uses the 

entire corps-de-ballet and fills the stage with whirling, waltzing dancers 

m atching the m ood of the m usic perfectly.  

 

Winter D ream s began as the specially com m issioned ‘Farewell’ pas de deux 

to celebrate Her M ajesty Q ueen Elizabeth The Q ueen M other’s 90th 

B irthday. K enneth M acM illan extended this to a one-act ballet and W inter 

D ream s had its prem iere in February 1991. Inspired by and using the sam e 

characters, it is a m elancholic study of C hekhov’s Three Sisters.  

 

B alan chin e’s plotless T hem e and V ariations is a vision of the Im perial 

Ballet in its heyday. W ith m usic by T chaikovsky and set in a grand, 

chandeliered ballroom , it has all the splendour and grace associated with 

pre-revolutionary Russia. 

 

P ETER  AND TH E W O LF  

LES P ATINEU R S / TALES O F BEATR IX  PO TTER  

 

Two jubilant program m es starting in D ecem ber 2010 will be perform ed over 

the C hristm as season.  
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Fam ously com posed by P rokofiev to introduce young children to the 

instrum ents of the orchestra, Peter and the Wolf bursts with joyful delight. 

M atth ew  H art’s production has sim ple staging and dram atic lighting, 

effectively showcasing his choreography as Peter and his anim al friends 

capture the big bad wolf. 

 

Les Patineurs is one of Frederick A shton ’s happiest and m ost charm ing 

pieces. Evoking an Edwardian skating party, it is set at a snowy winter’s 

dusk, lit with glowing paper lanterns and full of lyrical, flowing 

choreography.   

 

M rs T iggywinkle, Squirrel N utkin, Jerem y Fisher and a host of other 

characters com e to life in wonderful woodland scenes in T ales of B eatrix 

Potter. W ith costum es which perfectly convey the essence of the fam ous 

anim al characters, this is one of T he Royal Ballet’s m ost captivating ballets. 

 

FAER IES 

 

The hugely successful ROH2 children’s show Faeries m akes a welcom e 

return, this tim e to the L inbury Studio Theatre, for the festive season. 

C horeographed and directed by W ill T uckett, Faeries uses a com bination of 

puppetry (by B lind Sum m it T heatre), dance and old-fashioned storytelling 

to propel its audience into a world of m ystery, m agic, im ps and fairies. The 

story, by writer R ebecca L en kiew icz, is set during W orld W ar II and centres 

on a young girl and her twilight adventures when she finds herself alone late 

one afternoon in  K ensington Park. W ith a cast of sprites and fairies hovering 

between the London Park’s lakes and m onum ents, and the shadowy realm  

that beckons through the fairy ring, she discovers not only that fairies really 

do exist but that they are rarely how we im agine them . M usic is by M artin  

W ard . 
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R H AP SO DY  / SENSO R IU M  / TH E R ITE O F SP R ING 

 

Frederick A shton ’s R hapsody, opens this m ixed program m e on 16 M arch 

2011. This pure dance work is set to R achm anin ov’s R hapsody on a Them e of 

Paganini and provides a stunning showcase of virtuosity and suprem e 

technical ability for two principals and six accom panying couples.  

 

The second piece in the program m e is A lastair M arriott’s Sensorium  which 

first prem iered in 2009 to general acclaim . W ith a cast of 12 wom en and two 

m en it is an abstract, plotless ballet danced in front of a huge, arcing set by 

A dam  W iltshire.  

 

C om pleting the program m e is M acM illan ’s T he R ite of Spring, 

Stravin sky’s landm ark m asterpiece which caused rioting in the streets of 

Paris when it was first perform ed. The pulsating rhythm s of the score were 

m atched by N ijinsky’s choreography in 1913 which m any choreographers 

have since attem pted to m atch, although few as successfully as M acM illan.   

In these perform ances, the central role of The C hosen One will be danced by 

leading m ale dancers of the C om pany. 

 

BALLO  DELLA R EGINA / NEW  M CGR EGO R  / DGV : DANSE A 

GR ANDE V ITESSE 

 

M aking its Royal B allet and European prem iere on 13 M ay 2011 is 

B alan chin e’s B allo della R egina. Originally created for N ew Y ork C ity 

Ballet in 1974, it is set to m usic cut from  ballet scenes originally intended for 

V erdi’s opera D on C arlos. Ballo D ella R egina is a series of brilliant and 

virtuoso set of variations, full of challenging and zestful choreography. 
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D G V  (D anse à grande vitesse), choreographed by C hristoph er W heeldon  is 

inspired by M ichael N ym an’s com position: M G V  (M usique à grande vitesse), 

which was written to com m em orate the inauguration of the French ‘train à 

grande vitesse’. The 26 dancers and m inim alist score work together to 

transport the audience through varying landscapes; from  the feeling of being 

suspended in tim e and space, to the pulsating rhythm  of relentless 

m ovem ent.  

 

SCENES DE BALLET / V O LU NTAR IES / STILL LIFE AT TH E P ENGU IN 

CAFÉ  

 

C horeographer Frederick A shton , considered Scenes de B allet (which 

opens on 28 M ay 2011) one of his finest works. W ith a score by Stravinsky, 

A shton described this one-act ballet as ‘just an exercise in pure dancing’.  A  

com plex and lively piece, it was choreographed with Euclidian geom etry in 

m ind, with the aim  that it could be viewed from  any angle and still ‘work’.  

 

V oluntaries, prem iered in D ecem ber 1973 by the Stuttgart Ballet, is G len  

T etley’s stunning tribute to John C ranko who had died suddenly earlier that 

year. T he free-flowing virtuosity of the piece conveys Tetley’s fusion of raw 

em otion and classical lyricism , and the unique balance of expression and 

technically difficulty has m ade Voluntaries one of his m ost popular ballets.  

 

Sim on  Jeffes and his P en guin  C afé O rchestra provided D avid  B intley’s 

inspiration for Still Life at the Penguin C afé, his witty and poignant look at 

m an’s effect on the world around him . First prem iered m ore than 20 years 

ago, its environm ental them e is as topical as ever. 
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INTER NATIO NAL TO U R ING 2010 

 

The Royal Ballet will perform  M ayerling, R om eo and Juliet and  La Fille 

m al gardée at the B unka K aikan in Tokyo from  17 – 29 June and R om eo and 

Juliet at Hyogo Perform ing A rts C entre, N ishinom iya on 3 July 2010. It will 

be the first tim e in 29 years that M ayerling will have been perform ed in the 

country, reflecting The Royal Ballet’s aim  to bring its repertory to new 

audiences. G uest Principal A rtist M iyako Y oshida, who has been with the 

C om pany since 1995, will dance her last perform ance with The Royal Ballet 

on Tuesday 29 June in R om eo and Juliet at the Bunka K aikan. 

 

The C om pany will then m ove onto the L iceu T heatre in Barcelona for five 

perform ances of The Sleeping Beauty from  10 – 13 July. 

 

FESTIV ALS 

 

Pianist and artistic director of the Bath Festival Joan n a M acG regor curates 

the third annual D eloitte Ignite  festival from  3 -5 Septem ber, a weekend’s 

exploration of the public and perform ance spaces of the Royal Opera House 

involving a wide range of spectacular perform ances and installations. 

 

The eighth year of Firsts will once again provide a platform  for young and 

em erging artists and com panies across a variety of art form s to perform  at 

the ROH for the first tim e in N ovem ber. 

ROH2’s biannual season of contem porary dance in the C lore Studio 

U pstairs featuring work by young and em erging choreographers will return 

in July 2011. 
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O TH ER  DANCE H IGH LIGH TS 

 

Pleasure’s Progress, a new ROH2 com m ission from  W ill T uckett, com bining 

dance, voice and new m usic has its London prem iere following 

perform ances at the Jerwood D ance House in Ipswich. It explores the vision 

of artist W illiam  H ogarth , whose satirical paintings often derived from  the 

vicinity of C ovent G arden. W ill T uckett choreographs and directs this new 

work to a score by P aul E n glishby, with libretto by A lasdair M iddleton . It 

will be perform ed in the C ovent G arden piazza during the sum m er before 

com ing to the L inbury Studio T heatre in Septem ber and touring to The 

Lowry, Salford in October. 

 
Songs from  a H otel Bedroom  is a new work directed and choreographed by 

K ate Flatt with songs by K urt W eill to lyrics by Ira G ershw in , O gden  

N ash , M axw ell A n derson  and others that explore a brief and ultim ately 

tragic love affair. Featuring W est End star Fran ces R uffelle as the singer 

A ngélique. This is a co-production together with A  Segue, N ew W olsey 

Theatre and W atford Palace Theatre and co-com m issioned by ROH2. 

 
 
Returning for their fifth season in the L inbury Studio Theatre in February 

2011, B allet B lack , C assa P an cho’s award winning com pany of black and 

A sian classically trained dancers, perform  a program m e of new work by 

contem porary choreographers in February 2011. 

  

B ern  B allet are also returning  to the Royal Opera House with two new 

program m es of work receiving their U K  prem ieres by Bern Ballet’s A rtistic 

D irector and form er ROH A ssociate A rtist C athy M arston  in M ay. 

 
 
Further historical inform ation  on  som e of these productions can  be found 

at www.rohcollections.org.uk 

Telephone, personal and online booking opens 29 Jun e 2010 

B ox O ffice: 020 7304 4000 W ebsite: www.roh.org.uk 
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CR EDITING 

 

O NEGIN 

 

G enerous philanthropic support from  Lady A shcroft 

 

A LIC E’S A D V EN TU RES IN  W ON D ERLA N D  

 

G enerous philanthropic support from   M arina Hobson M BE and Sue 
Butcher. 
 

SY LV IA  

 

G enerous philanthropic support from  Lady A shcroft. A dditional generous 

support by the Friends of C ovent G arden 

 

SW AN LAK E 

 

G enerous philanthropic support from  John and Susan B urns and G ail and 
G erald Ronson through the G erald Ronson Foundation. Original 
production (1987) and revival (2000) supported by The L inbury T rust. 
 

M ANO N 

 

G enerous philanthropic support from  Lady A shcroft. Original production 

(1974) m ade possible by The L inbury T rust 

 

W INTER  DR EAM S (M IX ED P R O GR AM M E) 

 

G enerous philanthropic support from  A udrey and Ronnie's Fund and the 

Fonteyn C ircle. 
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P ETER  AND TH E W O LF 

 

Original production (1986) and revival (2010) supported by T he L inbury 

T rust 

 

BALLO  DELLA R EGINA/ NEW  M CGR EGO R /DANSE À  GR ANDE 

V ITESSE 

 

Resident C horeographer of The Royal Ballet generously supported by 

anonym ous philanthropists. 

 

SCENES DE BALLET / V O LU NTAR IES / STILL LIFE AT TH E P ENGU IN 

CAFÉ  

 

G enerous philanthropic support from  Lady A shcroft (whole m ixed 

program m e). G enerously supported by the The Friends of C ovent G arden 

('Still L ife' at the Penguin C afe). 

 

INTER NATIO NAL TO U R ING 

 

Evening Sponsors, T okio M arine Rogge, Bank of A m erica M errill Lynch. 

 

P LEASU R E’S P R O GR ESS 

 

Supported by the Paul Ham lyn Education Fund. 
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PRESS OFFIC E C ON TA C TS 

 

Rosie N eave 

Head of B allet Press 

Tel: 020 7212 9165 

Fax: 020 7212 9725 

rosie.neave@ roh.org.uk  

 

K itty G reenleaf 

B allet Press A ssistant 

Tel: 020 7212 9241 

Fax: 020 7212 9725 

kitty.greenleaf@ roh.org.uk   

 

Sara Parsons 

ROH2 &  Education Press Officer 

Tel: 020 7212 9504 

Fax: 020 7212 9725 

sara.parsons@ roh.org.uk  
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PROD U C TION  PHOTOG RA PHS 

For production photographs, please use our FTP service. Select the relevant login 

details below. N avigate to the correct folder to download im ages of your choice. 

Im ages should only be used for press purposes. 

 

B A LLET  

H ost: ftp.rohm ediacentre.com   

U sern am e: balletpress 

P assw ord: yiecerd 

For further inform ation contact K itty G reenleaf, B allet P ress A ssistan t. 

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7212 9241 Em ail: kitty.greenleaf@ roh.org.uk   

 

ROH2 

H ost: ftp.rohm ediacentre.com   

U sern am e: roh2press 

P assw ord: yiecerd 

For further inform ation contact Sara P arsons, R O H 2 &  E ducation  P ress O fficer. 

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7212 9504 Em ail: sara.parsons@ roh.org.uk  

 


